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trade for ever with one blow of his flashing broadsword.
Pitt knew in 1801 that Catholic Emancipation was vital to
the contentment of Ireland, and to the safety of the Empire.
Yet so far was he from carrying that indispensable reform
that after resigning office conscientiously because the King
was against it, he offered within a month to resume office
on the understanding that he would never raise the subject
again, and he actually opposed the petition for Catholic
Emancipation in 1804.
Pitt did many things which the King regarded with the
unintelligent indifference with which he would have watched
the experiments of an astronomer; he did others, such as
making war on France, and suffocating free speech at home,
which the King loved, as he loved anything that was
stamped with his own royal hatred of liberty; he carried
not a single reform that the King disliked.1
Fox's view in 1783, that the first thing to be done in
English politics was to abolish the King's influence, was
completely justified by the history of Pitt's Ministry, for in
that Ministry the King had as absolute a veto on reform as
if his Minister had been a Bute instead of a Pitt, a well-
drilled and well-fed servant instead of one of the three
greatest men in politics with a mind and a will of his own.
For the King was paramount just when and where his
influence in the exclusion of persons or policies was fatal.
In 1804 the King, and the King alone, prevented the
creation of the strongest Government English politics could
provide. The crisis in 1804 was very different from the
crisis in 1792 when Pitt blandly promised himself a short
war and a rapid triumph. Napoleon was almost at the
height of his pinnacled power. Pitt knew that it was
indispensable to collect all the available strength into the
Government, and he proposed to form a Ministry in which
he should take the Treasury, Fox and Fitzwilliam should be
1 Note that Canning argued in 1801 against yielding to the King on Catholic
Emancipation and staying in office, on the ground that so many concessions had
already been made.